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' Sabbatical Report =

J. Kevin Varden
BTy 2 —

Rather than undertaking one of many new projects of interest while on sabbatical
leave Academic Year 2008, it seemed prudent to take a step back and revisit some
older research that had never reached satisfactory conclusion. Above all this meant
going back 10 years to my dissertation project, since with the exception of a confer-
ence poster presentation | had not yet published on that research.

Entitled On High Vowel Devoicing in Standard Modern Japanese: Implications for Current
Phonological Theory, my dissertation project began as a purely phonological study of
vowel devoicing. However, it quickly became apparent from my own investigation
and the current literature that any purely phonological analysis would be left sorely
wanting. The project therefore underwent metamorphosis into a hybrid phonologi-
cal interpretation of phonetic measurements. The challenge then was educating

myself in ways phonetic while blending the advice of the phonologists and phoneti-
cian on my committee into a coherent whole; the challenge on sabbatical leave was,
first of all, taking recordings and measurements made with 10+-year-old equipment
and software and transferring them to modern equipment. The second challenge
was remembering where | had dropped the various threads of investigation in order
to pick them up again. The work | began on sabbatical culminated in two papers, an
updated summary of the main findings of my dissertation in this volume, and a
study published in The Journal of English & American Literature and Linguistics on devoic-
ing in the velar stop context; i.e. devoicing in the mora /ki/ and/ku/. Work analyzing
the data generated during my dissertation project continues with regard to several
aspects of devoicing; see those papers for details.

The second project | revisited is a web-accessible database of semantic features |
undertook while at Tsukuba University in 2001 on the Special Investigation into Lan-
guages & Cultures of the East & West research project. The database in its current incar-
nation allows cataloguing of the semantic features represented by a language's ad-
jectives as well as intra- and inter-language comparisons of adjectives sharing
similar semantic features. While on sabbatical leave | succeeded in upgrading the
database software to run on current machines and re-enabling the various features
that broke during the transition to the newer version and platform. Work on re-in-
stalling the database on a secure office server continues.
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DEELHEESHTIITENTWDEREEH CIF. 0. Matthiessen® AXZF American Renais-
sance (1941) ICAR T A EELEN. [T AYANZEOBE I LVOSDIFRER LIEKHZER
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FEEREV ORIV - MEHEOXNEFELERHTTHTIE LTOIHITRY LB
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# Z T3, (Criticism and Fiction)

(2009 6 B10R8)

The Annual Report of the MGU Institute for Liberal Arts



F IR s 2 e
7 5 ¥V ZADWFEEIIC DWW T—Ars IndustrialisOih;

I~

HBRHF 2y 2—

FEEMICh LIE=r BOEAAEZEHRLE L. EXEBIFANEE. RV EF—-
oA =B (ZEMER) TY. Bt 2 —{tREHRMHEDOXNILF—IV- AT 1
5 L—IVEDFEICHERE L E LTz,

NBALEACRIVYZ7b0BRICG LT [ ZaZd8@EIP 25 2ARD I1EE ;
REBATHEIEFVELE, |

AT 4 7 L—IVEAE] > fzArs IndustrialisTIE. 2 OEMRPEFE B L HEWTE
EHSHEOFICEMEDRVRETIEIFEDL S BT EAMERYFE LT

ENMCEBEERICE S Y Y I—-IVERN LS EOE I [GE- BT OL—TV2lC
BIMLELE.FICITa IR NNUN—ILEE T (die Offentlichkeit) DEBEE
[EDWT BN EBROBERVRET T LICDWTEYE L U E,

SYNTHESIS 2009 45



R 2

RS & OO R R ETRRE 202

B
BT 2~

ErERHIEETESEERFE. HESICELY BRBINERLHANERT ST EAMNSN
TWa Mt LIcimERc K ) BREMNER Z5 | SR THICE. B4 TBRIAEET S &
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BEEEEBORBELSIL-6 X . FHEBS Y3 v 10y avkssICHsEn
TELGBEMRBIN 10y a3 VEBOIF 2 MY v I EEEETOHEHISHER K
UZDORBETRETATENTER ULOBRIS. IF Y MYy T EBENITHEN. S
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