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1. Wige7rayos b (% =FH%)

Q4GB EATH I OREEIRG - B ARREEIC RT3 R
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*PEWIE OREARER s AT
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b5is
B EA B ofti— AR Pedro Valadaso Avela Janne Taija Finni i
QLR LE II 2= —2 a VBN LD /DD ANRAL VEEHE ORMA i
* RFET EHBA
@ H AROEEERIR I BT 2 RSB 5B 3 2 L E 5 —
*UGHF R GBI HmiEg f5E AT RS BRI S #
QT B ORA IS .
a
% JE52 AEBET Y ¥ Grimes-MacLellan, D. M. v
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2. WEmER o
B+ REE F—=
B ERK 40 EDREIC--
£—M[ (11 /13) &y SHI—5 SHE ML —Z 2 JICET B HETRE i
= —NAEDHB ML —=Z> T HFEOHELEBIEL T— %
BZE (12.711) Bl B AFOHBED L IV —BYFERILZDHEH— é
M. ZEIGH
R REAE B>
K& B f+ ZERE LN ZEREAET
TOEIC IP&E&
. iR 6. 19 (K) 8%
<E-E> ZPS 6. 29 (1) 86 % 134%
— TR 11 /20 (%K) 64%
<m-E> B 10 /19 (4) 1M11% 175%
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KFEDRERE - AR —YRFMEETCRE6FALY, BXF v LI AI227 0 —KFICHEEE
RHFELTWVWE, 7—7 & [BWHEOERE - AHDO< W] T, EEREPPOLELY ) L—BEEL
THRENBLED ) eH LN SEEEZED TWVD, COT—VIHFTHERE VSR EHERIC
BWDODOHZBADREDOREND—DOTH 5,

1. BUBHIC
BEEZEZDIETETORSELDEZHELT [#MENEQOL] PH 3, ZhizEEH. BH
BEN. BEMEAZLTIA TAZANEEICLSTRYIL> TV, SEDOMENRO SR
DEHES O 4 5 T EHEEE. 5T EE. ABERE ENRAERRT IS, EFW
WCRUTOL D 645 ERIRT 25, 1. MERICHED FANS S UEEOET 2. #589. &EN
EREOERGEVUEARE 3. DENAED S 3R 4 GERREICE S D DER 4. FHA9HEEOM
BHICEBET. FICHENT2HR 5. SREIIEROBMEEICLE > TWBHBENEL. TOFE
B3 6. RECI - (HNEEEZARZ(HIRENZBEN H D,

2. HAOE®

SEREOFHAT v TOEHDO ML -2 TIZDWT, ZDHEREBNAHIT G E D2 L RE
PERINTVWD, BT —CERAVWERNL—Z T EEREICE>TIEBREDLH Y., T
BEICE AR -V I Ll EFEDHBAINTL ZENDBEELVBBNICT I ZEPHLL, £k
ChETCOMEBERELERWEBIHB TO ML —Z D THRICOVWTHE L EDHDHEL SEED
REMIICITAS ML —Z2 T THBPIETBATH B,

ZZTAMAETIE, REBNE ML —Z 2 JEBROBRED LI, SWMEVEBAIGEL FL—Z=>
TJTATILICDOVWTHERATE I EEBIE L TR ET- 70

3. ADFEZE

WERE X 77T ROBEE 5B B, REHARBIZ2009F 55 2013F £ TD4FFHT. OB b
L= JICE B 5HDEICOVWTRE U 7o BIERERICH 2 KEDELMRABENREHES
SUBXOREEEL 2 — TV, AET—2—2I&E L7, AIEIEER I - SR - mE
(&R - AE - BMI - KIEE - [BE - FIERHE - ERECHE - MEMRK) . AHRE (LU -
EEV - BN - £ERUCHRE - BFOEVILSE - REMARIE - &8 - ZRAKRFENE - 10m
BEEMHIT - FMIRF B .

FL—ZCJARIZ2009FEH» 52011 FE TIdE2E, VALGFE - v -2 bL—Z=27 -
I7AEYVR%1TH. COIERMBEBNEHEFRDOSVEE EEMEL /2o 2012FH 52013 F
IS TIE BIEICEHEZEPLIATIT) -2 TAREZRS L7,
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4. S@HBEOHEANICHAT BICOVTOERITHE

PNEGIZE S BAMER DO ZEAL IS Wilmore 5 (2008) (Z& V. INEGICEEV. {REEREE (231800 L RRAS
FFE (FEB) WRP T3 ErMESIN TS, MEBICHESFHHDEIS Larsson (1979) HE
WZ&V), BemETAar40RKLUBRBICELTd 2 erHRESNTVS, FHERTOERIFZ <
DFATHZRIC & V) 40K & B ICHIRMED IR/ ML & FIGHB DRV P BEZ L LD 2 &R P> TV D,
SEWHED ML —FEUTICDVWT [FHORFEA] BKERXR (2002) . 4F7EDO L —Z2 7,
fEEmifad (7—Lh—I)., $HBWEBLEICHESLESFZ (IVEU-TLX) HeHEs (Ly
TTLR) RFTLRAEFTVWEDFHNER->TW3, ZTORBREDERD bL—=> TR,
ML —=> JHIROEINCHEVWGAAPBIRIICEML T, SRE CH-TEHNT v T3 L
PEAS HICHE ST B,

FRICESEHE (60-80mfX) O AL —Z2 JMRIZDVTFiatarone (1990) d v —> Il &
328 EBEOBBREIN L —Z > JORKER. HHEEIE145%. HH (IRM) 3174%EM %,
Roman (1993) E~¥ Y —2IC& 212 BROKEM N —= > JDIREREFIEIEIE 14%. A
23-48% ML -EHREL TV, ChoPLFHETH->TH, HHAIL—Z2TERRD S
BEVSTEPKRIMEIN TV,

5. #HREEE

2012FEH 52013 FE £ CORER. AR EBMIE 4 ER TR E AEILIE & p > =, BRESEHE (55
) PEHE. ERKHECKEIEELEE,P o/ BATIELEFREI LF2010FEH, 52011 5
A TEEPEINL TV 5, RABEEINEIZ2010FEH 5201 2FIC T TRELE{LE B H -
=7, 2012F A 52013 FE XL T THI6%DARIBEEMP A 5Nz ZORD KL —=2F X
Za—TOZH BRI ANEZGODDAIZMNL—Z2TDHTH B,

HWEHREGHELPSTI MR T7—IR—VIRUAEENEEFEEZ - TV D, EETIEHZ D
[P012FLIFT & W X =R UBENHFRICE -] CABRENPRALLAZEEHBREASDE
BLTW3, COZEDSERTZERII N —Z L I RABRRENEDEMICOEN > TV
BEREMAHRR T B2 I TEA L, HLCIRAMI R ML —Z > THVS N BERIFRIC & B0F
WENPRERE L THBRENALICEDICERL VWS ZEHEZI SN B,

LA ULEDNSKRA RN —Z 2 T ERABRFRENEOARBRIISRDAET — 2 — 721 TldiE
REHTICEST. £LEFATH D, BEXTFREEBREADOERICOVTIISHORRELS L
W BhETEREDEBRIEENELDEZOD NL—Z2F & L THRENI BN TH 5 & DRE
ICDWTHSEDOMEEZFE 720,
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T OWMRD LIS
—i T AL Ok —

B Bt

J0Oy 7EUTERELEGO (L) B BALEHMROE - &2 ICHAADEDZ EICEY.
BlZE R CHoEN"E THo, HBVRE TH-oN e, 2K EEBHRDLD %,
HEREDHMDOT CEEICIED ZEPARETH S, (EFERD. 77 XARXE-H—-HEDHT
BL2LEDFEMEAEHLETIRICEEZZEICE ST, BIR. HMEOLKBLEZDFEEVEHTHD
THBZEPS, SO LIBEVICHMUBEBEIrHDEE-THRETIEEL. (BBAA., Zh
BYICERBES WV Tl H 3 H,)

ERE. [P FOHADLIBEV"] EHEADL L. FWEIEEEET IR FEEAKRT 2R~
PEZLHEINRTVWS, ZORKGIV“F/ X9 K" ] X“F/Hh="[2] THD, “F /v K
lE. PFKH CooH220: TIRENBKEMEDH 2 EBERTHBH P, ZTDOBERXIZ TS TAPEFME
BZELEFTVWBESICHRZZZEPSH. Z5FIENATVE, FIICHERH2mmD“/MNA"TH B,
TP/ A" BOEDKEDELZ2ANDIOREIND, XF@EY“E" DL 6HIRE
LEBDTIHRDEACY Yy h—FR—ILIKDFTH3“ 77— L "2 4EEESE. IhE“ 211"
ICRITTW3, LAHZDE"REEICEORALZE-TCICHMC I &N EBR MRV
Mg (STM) IC& - THERBE h T\ 3,

LHSEORERRDEIBICH HSEBDTF (supra molecule) &k, EHOAFHFHELZALINDES
WSS BBV AFEEEERICLWKEL > TEE LI EEHNI ETH B, ZDBHTFIC
DEINZEEAMOERIZEVNTH, FIZEZ NI DL ICHBEIEEVWERE L AEBRD
DFOEMOEHINESHE ) T IRORFERL., ZOMERBEEICL T DI PRIEVE
LR OgxH 2 [3] . 5OOKELBROEEMY. £5THILEYIDI >
ANVT—TDEII, BoTHARDISEHROFV L ETEL” [4] B E, TWLEEEE
TEIDTEERTIAAPEEZ IR TWS,

SEIFEEOENMEICENT. BEDZhE TOMRET — v T 3 ZILEREMEOMILE
EREATICHRIE L T MILORN THAKMY - BRI HIES W - S5 ZHERFEMAEER L £
AERBATFILEMDERERXAD I L E LT

% 4 “Friedel-Crafts 7 Y IMERSICE W, 1,3-TU A MFINCE1HFICH L TEIENSY
TIN2RFEERHI LT, 46-SXVAILLYILY /- EEE (1), 22 THELONE46-

o O 0]
o AlCI,
-2 — (J LI 1
HsCO OCH4 Friedel-Crafts HO OH
acylation
1,3-Dimethoxy benzene Benzoyl chloride 4,6-Dibenzoyl resorcinol

1 Friedel-Crafts 7 VIERISICE B 4,6- SN TJA VLIV J —ILDERK
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SN LYIIVY S —

O 0]
| NH, W2HFIHLT12-7
2 G g O + 2 ©: SN E 2T
HO OH NH2

ST, Yy 7RE (13

4,6-Dibenzoyl resorcinol 1,2-Diamino benzene ) o [2+2] RERIEE
MEERT DI EeRAT

HO OH (2) Ld L. 1‘%’3 5R

- 5 N N TV ENON 5%@\@»‘

heat in N, Cl[ @ 5 BEOXBRIL AN &S
N N

| I 6‘:‘;55&7§‘07‘:01,2_
O O O STPI IR TEIES
HO OH ¥ 2 DIELHEFAIIC 8

E"THBHREMEDH .

SHEIE12-VT7I /N
€L E13-VTIINY
EUICHBAT, LWKER
BEATS [3+3] ORBRILEAMDEREHXABFETH 5, £/, MILOAKNDFHRKM - BEK
HEHETZENL S, RONMIOEKEZ L) EH S0 1,3-UX X IXELDOLD
ISR EL B EERAVWEERbHHDETHABZ Z EICL TV,

EZAT, 2Dy y VIEEABRILAMOER 1T I BRE TT- KSR EE ('H-NMR) &
FEICEWT AN EVRD2DODKEE (OH) ICERE N AZRDOKERETF (H) DT FILEETH
BEE EDHICRLISRET S EVWOBEHPHER SN, BEAMET L ET A ZDREEE L.
H-NMREIEDRRICAHWS [EXFLAEE] O OEKRRTF (BEHR2OKRRFNHIET. D
EREC) EDETC-H/ CDXBARI>TWVWBIETELTWBZ ENREE N, —KRICN
CECBROKRRFICEFSC-H/ CDXHBIE, SREETORICXELEMENEFET CEL
2EPHMENTHY [6-7]. SAIDLSICELEEMEISTET, LrdbEBEHICSNT, B
ICEKFRILABICABE L =72 TRBRICEELC D 2 EPREINAEZ EIE, B TEKEN, 22
T, BohEBRO—HIERK3IZRT, NMRF2—712246- M) E FOFINXCIT7ILTER
EAN, ChICTI R/ — VT aMBEMA. E5ICEKFRELAEXx%2/ —)L (CDsOD) %N
ATCHERILI-EZH RNOECRFHBDIDDKER (OH) I(CZhFhitEhh /-2 DNDKER

F (Hb) (EHWVWTC-H/ CDXHMPIEI 52 EPHRBIN, ZOXFMII3BETH 3 L RIED
Shice F/oe TR/ —IWTIEMATICEKRFIEAZ/ —IWEEK (D0) %EFIELE11 TR

[2+2] Macrocycle compound

M2 ¥y 7R [2+2] KRIKIEEMERDHA
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O OH
H
Ha o
HO OH
Hb
2,4,6-Trihydroxy
benzaldehyde
O OH
Ha Hb
HO OH
Hb
0] OH
Hb
Ha
HO OH
Hb

CD,0D
+
H,N in NMR tube
Ethanolamine
cat. ~ 3.5%
O
CD,0D/D,0  wa
in NMR tube HO
O
CD,0D Ha
B
in NMR tube HO

HO

HO

OH

OH

Hb

OH

OH

Hb

OH

o

Result:
Exchange confirmed
half-life T,/, = 33 h.

Result:
Exchange confirmed
half-life T,,, = 33 h.

Result:
No exchanged
half-life T, = o0

K3 246-bJEROFINCITILTE RDC-H/ C-DXHRIG

B ULEBEDIC246- N ERAF YN ITITE REBRBEELET A, RHEICC-H / CD
THPFRI D ENHRBIN, ZOXFEHMIIFAC K BBETHZERFEOHO N, —FH. 2,4,6-
FJEROFIANLITILTE REEKFIEA R/ —ILDHIARESE15E. C-H/ C-DXH#HIE
BBINGELP o 2D END, 246-MJERAFIANLIT7ITE RIZHEWTC-H/ CD
TMEEL D702, BERFIEX R/ - IEHTHELTIY (I2/-T73) ERICERT
Dy TBE (132) &3P, HBVREKRIEAZ/ -V EBKDREMERVEIHPDESLDS
PPBBETHDIZENELL ER o7 T/, KEE (OH)
KEEFX. 2DDX bFIEICHFNAKERFTEVWTASHC-H / CODRBHAEI S KW &

EXMXTE (OCHs) (CEEN 7=

HHHOETHRLTHYN, BEIDAHDZZILIZDVWTERLTWEEZATH D,

B4

[1] Chanteau, S. H.; Tour, J. M. J. Org. Chem. 2003, 68, 8750.

[2] Shirai, Y.; Osgood, A. J.; Zhao, Y.; Kelly, K. F.; Tour, J. M. Nano Lett. 2005, 5, 2330-2334.

[3] Harrison, I. T.; Harrison, S. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1967, 89, 5723-5724.
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[4] Amabilino, D. B.; Ashton, P. R.; Reder, A. S.; Spencer, N.; Stoddart, J. F. Angew. Chem., Int.
Ed. Engl. 1994, 33, 1286-1290.

[5] Gerhards, M.; Unterberg, C.; Schumm, S. J. Chem. Phys. 1999, 111, 7966-7975.

[6] Price, D.; Dawkins, J. V.; Higgins, J. S. Int. J. Polym. Anal. Charact. 2000, 6, 1-11.

[7]1 lto, N.; Esaki, H.; Maesawa, T.; Imamiya, E.; Maegawa, T.; Sajiki, H. Bull. Chem. Soc. Jpn.
2008, 81, 278-286.
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1. #4E

2008 FICIBE /=T =TT UiEEIE. ETEFIRERBREAOMBEE 2252 (REL
ENERNICFETCEIREE DD EIAPSMAE 5/ BIETIE.EEEIXILSSP (Independent
Language Study Support Program) %z##si L. BEEB SH»EFNEEMNEREL. ZOBEMIC
B> TEHNICF1—42—LEA LAY SFERTEZTO0TIL2ERAL. BRFBEREROFHG
Z{T->TW3,

RELAOANERETIE. EREZEICER, BRERD TR M T 1 TAE-H—DREEHKRDS.
T LICLZ2FEEOGERELAY., HEOFEOHEET /=W LTV,

SEERHERY JIrHKSh. AEB (GREEE). KER - 2R (X1 UE+EE. F
ERE+®ERE) (S, BRASEANR—XELT, BR2EDH~4, FEEHOXECHSBENL. 71—
=T DB E SO F, ZEOEEMRTOMLEEZBIE L 2EEET-> TE

DEDESIC, BAEEF ZAETABBEOBFEELEERL THIE->TW\W3, SRIEEFEORN

L3id
%
PR
]
£

i
ﬁ BIZDWTHF v L. FUDEHEZZBIIDWTDT KNS ZEIT-> TV ZENREER S
a 3,
, o
b 2. EENEFM
2.1 EEEERPY : (CHIESEE
. KEBFATIE, FEFEICSISHE. REOARZBE—FHEODL-THE- T 3
ES

Independent Language Study Support Program (ILSSP) &. $BARAICEED MW LESE
£39 % Luncheon Lecture Series. Z U CTOEICH > 54 > I—X 4 XEREHOEESE L TE
i A

9. BEE. SNULAZREPSEVIHELZB TEXAZILSSPIE. SEEHBFEFHEMFHNOZ
HICEYERL-, BAAERAM12:30—15:30%20—FT 1 2 — 2 —OAHBTFR (XFFE
£)3E60) »EY L. BAKEEN12:30—15:30% 1—F 1 2 — 2 —DIRHFHR (KFFEEEH
AN PHEY L, SREPRELAZBEZEEERTALL. K- b7+ VA &EHAL TEEFEE
ICHE e FEDRKAFRIR. RERVAVILT—YaiT0, BEEERKET -, BA
FEANBEKRBILBAZZDICEI H-7-2 b, BRFLEEICEEZBIINTIHELRAE
FEICEEALTHLL, ZORBEHEL 2L TERL 2o SZ2HOSNEROFMITRIOES
WTHB,
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#1 ILSSSPE# N
EEHAR ShEH
E¥H GB—7H) | 218 [X¥H5. REFME. HEFM1, FFH1. EEFH7. DEFEH1)
Bl 10B—10) | 18% [XE3. Bi%Par2. ERFE10. #HE%E3]

Lid
%=
PR
#
=

ILSSPDERT > 47— MABDHRERICEVWTDH, FEIZESTZTOATEBEBEDNDWVWCHDTH B
EDDD o 7

F/. TUFEALICEEETL 7 F v — %175 Luncheon Lecture Series #. SHEEIE4£ 6 B
L7, BROFEMIEIR20EHN TH B, BIFR1EDNR—XT, HFL2ET—<IZDOVWTHHLY
RILLIFr—PhIN, BBRAEVWIERET. 2EPET—YOEBIICHNDZ 2 EHNT
Bfo SDZ2Fa2 - LIFr—DEBRPEEBEOTLE T -2 a3 HifERICLTHITIE
WOLEBELRE. ABITORREBICEL L IAENEY H D, SEEIMEEICER, Z2HOFE

it
PEMU Tz, KEBEFELZDDEFAN—2 3 PFEVEEPBEIATVWD LD, REG. Z2EIFR 97"1
BICBRTES L 26XWARMEL 7 Fv—2BIET, .
7
%2 Luncheon Lecture Series £#& b
B+ 214 ML HEE ShnE
e . William Twaddell
1A 5/27 | Talking about TOEFL (ARE IR E 2R ET) 86 %
. Blown Away: Adrift, rescue, and return in 1610 Patricia Yarrow ‘v‘j
®2m | 613 | 1820 (KEEBB@E) | 0 %
2 . ) Dax Thomas 1#
5 3[E 7/4 | Medieval European Martial Arts Today ) 128 %
. . . Trazi Williams
400 10/14 | Music, Sound, and English (2232 EEET) 89%
. . . - Aya lino
E5E 11/5 | Multiculturalism and Identity in Canada (223 E 8 ET) 89%
. p . . . " Aviva Ueno
560 12/5 | “There is nothing to fear but fear itself (A2 5h5ET) 109

22 KFAVEEHM:&H B BFFEE)

[KAVEEde T >F| EBL T, HRBER (RFEFEEHEM) »PEEKERDOBAKAICTE
oo BMABIBEFERZBL TI0BREBETH o /o SMER1BDA I VERBETHY., b3
RAVEEBREBELTWB 1 FEE2FETH 70 2FENDEFEALEREENS5IEHE [F1Y
FEdeT7>F] IZEMLTW3,

ENmFRERL T, M YEBOHZRMVREESTh o7, BEFXHRI X ADEFETLE

The Annual Report of the MGU Institute for Liberal Arts | 15



R

Liid
%
7
o
I
7

S

16

IXG meiji cakvin vniversity

% #8 [Extr@ auf Deutsch] O M{H/E &. K4V OFHEBET7 = x ¥ 1) — X [Janoschs
Traumstunde] %###te LTIHR-70 HOHUHBEEMEINELZESHL, EELEEPEVAL
DHEZHICLUTEZN->THS5 o7 MFHIEIEARZ T —~ICLAERSIVENDZ 2 —ZDEEH
DICHEER L 720 2020 FREA U > Ey VRERE] X [REREFRKEE] £ &, ZBLL<
BICT222—XE@MICTE2ET. BREBRSICTIEHIC [RMIYTRERICDOVWTED L
DICREINTWVWE D] 2EADZERIBVE L, BIZBY ORIE. BIEELSDSMEN ) —
KT 2H TEBENICES L TV s

ZDEN. FAOYABZEIC KA Y TORZEEICOVWTEEBE VLN, R YDTHRICOVT
TAXEFTHE o720 & MENDEREZED DS BRI 7=

2.3 ANA FEEIPY 1 KFEF

ZANRALETIR, FoHF—UTHTDANR—IADFAE, BREEEsEEL . BENESEE
FUBRMICITAZFLTA>a—R, BN F AL 24— REL TWVW3 AVE (Aula
Virtual de Espafiol) "DZHEICL > TEREFEZRL T3, FFH. MPFHIZZNhZTh208%E
ENZHEL. T0O557EREIMRL NIV, SEEEIPFRL ANV THRER T TV D, ZDE
BT FOR4GFEEMPIABEI N FEENBRHICN-VICT 7 AL TEFET B3 HEICES
TW3, TORE. FREEDII L Z75r—2a EBHIORLEDET-HICZDI-X%2FHATS
CIFESLAESLVDD, EHRNICI-—XITIEREEDZLIICTEODITXREEITEINE
EVRBETCHD, £/ INhO5DI—REDELE#(REREEDEHE L E % T 6. DELEFEETL -
P UERREH T TV Z EBRETEETH 2,

2.4 EFEEM : REE

2013 FENFEENM [PXYFEERI] 3. EFEICS | 2k, BEHRBFOEEKERIC
HELL, SEERTO TORAE LT, ZHEEREROPEAZZECHALELTHS50,. AXA
FRECBFEEP<BRFE>2TO2ET. PERFEOMNRESHIHELD I EEBHL
7o
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Rl 8%, 8,5 #i—, kAH F (KEEEIAKXE),
edro Valadao, Avela Janne,
Taija Finni (Neuromuscular Research Center, Department of Biology of Physical Activity,
University of Jyvaskyla)
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Azizi, E & Roberts, T.J., 2009. Biaxial strain and variable stiffness in aponeuroses. J Physiol
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Ettema, G.J., & Huijing P.A., 1989. Properties of the tendinous structures and series elastic
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Preserving island heritage and culture

Dawn Grimes-MacLellan

It takes only a brief time for a newcomer to Amami Oshima to recognize that she has
entered a rich ecological habitat with dense forests, distinct wildlife, crystal clear waters and
colorful coral reefs. Also readily noticeable is the relaxed pace of the island. Nobody is in a
rush here. Drivers go at or below posted speed limits, shopkeepers take time to chat, and meals
are enjoyed leisurely. Digging a little deeper, there is much to learn about the island’s traditions,
festivals, music, dialects, local industries, and food culture. Ranked the second largest remote
island in Japan after Sadogashima in Niigata, Amami Oshima is about as distant from the
metropolis as it gets in terms of both kilometers and lifestyle. Yet, at the same time, the
markers of mainland Japan are clearly present, particularly in the largest town of Naze, where
there is an abundance of taxis, vending machines of all types, a Daiei supermarket, Tsutaya
rental shop, and Lawson convenience store. In addition, television programming reflects
dominant mainland culture and the general population speaks standard Japanese.

In such contexts where a dominant culture contrasts greatly with local culture, it can be
challenging to retain, promote and sustain cultural traditions. According to Kuwahara (2013),
for example, until the 1970s the distinct characteristics of Amami culture were viewed
negatively against the backdrop of the surging Japanese economy. “As a result, using dialect in
school was strictly forbidden, as educators were concerned that if school students could not
speak standard Japanese well they would be discriminated against and/or be socially-malad-
justed and lose self-confidence if they later moved to reside in urban centers in mainland Japan”
(Kuwahara 2013:5). More recently, and in particular due to the nationwide musical hit of
Wadatsumi no Ki by Amami singer Hajime Chitose in 2002, the value of Amami culture has
shifted, and facilities such as the Amami Natural History Museum, Oshima Tsumugimura,
Amami Park and its Tanaka Isson Memorial Museum of Art preserve and provide important local
knowledge of the natural environment, history, and culture of the area. Moreover, the local
government is now striving to secure UNESCO’s World Natural Heritage status in summer 2016
(Amami City website 2013). While these efforts to revitalize local culture and promote the
distinct physical landscape of the Amami Islands beyond its borders may bring economic
development through growth in tourism, the manner in which local culture and traditions are
learned and sustained within the community, among local children in particular, has important

implications for preserving a living local island culture that can be passed to future generations.
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While in the past, schools disrupted local island culture by, for example, disallowing dialects
to be spoken at school as mentioned above, and more generally through a national curriculum
emphasizing the dominant social values of mainland Japan, educational reforms in 2002
introduced measures to decentralize the curriculum and “provide children with experience and
learning in cooperation with the local community” (MEXT 20010:6). In the Amami Islands,
increased autonomy under these reforms has brought increased emphasis on connecting local
elementary and junior high school children to the cultural traditions, social activities, and rich
ecology of their community. At Amami Elementary School, for example, morning reading time is
spent reading local folk tales, and promotion of local knowledge is emphasized in various

subjects throughout the curriculum as the chart below indicates:

Subject Local Content
Life Environment Studies Amami botony
Social Studies Amami traditional culture
Integrated Studies Grade 3: Amami nature & music

Grade 4: Amami culture & language
Grade 5: Lifeways of the community

Grade 6: Rediscovering the value of local ecology, culture, industry, history,
people; Study of the Reversion Movement

All grades: Hachigatsu Odori, Shimauta, Rokucho
Music Shimauta
Club Activities Shamisen

=1

Using a different approach, Yani Elementary School students engage with their local
community through a variety of activities that give them hands-on experience from cultivating
sugarcane and processing brown sugar, to using science time to investigate local flora and
study the night sky across the seasons, to experiencing the ocean in a canoe while learning
about the ways in which their ancestors traveled on the sea for fishing, trade and transport. Still
other elementary schools incorporate different local features into the curriculum such as planting
and cultivating taro root, studying traditional tsumugi silk textiles, researching the Ryukyu Ayu
fish, learning about Amami food culture, and completing writing projects such as introducing
one’s community through essay writing or developing a sightseeing guide of the local
environment.

At the junior high level, students engage with the local community through varied first-hand

experiences with local workplaces, industries, and welfare institutions. They also interact with
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elder community members who share their knowledge of Amami traditions and culture, including
hachigatsu odori (August dance), shimauta (community songs), shamisen, and island drumming.
In addition to learning more deeply about Amami culture and history, junior high school students
are also introduced to the study of environmental problems and sustainability for the future of
the island community. At Koshuku Junior High School, students conduct research for a
graduation project on island heritage and culture.

In addition to school-based activities that aim to connect children with the past, present,
and future of the Amami Islands, other local initiatives also endeavor to build strong connections
between children and their local cultural heritage. One notable project is the Society for the
Storybook Creation of Folk Tales (Minwa de ehon zukuri no kai) which has completed two books
to date, Tsuki no naka no ippon ashi no musume and Tennin nyobou. What is interesting about
this project is that it has given children a real part to play in their own learning of local folklore.
For each of the two storybooks, twelve to fourteen parent-child groups worked together for one
year, choosing a tale, conducting research about it at the folklore history archives, consulting
with a local folklorist, and visiting the local landscape. Under the guidance of various adults,
the children developed the story in both standard Japanese and local dialect, and illustrated the
tale with torn-paper mosaics. Throughout the process, the children’s interests in the history of
islands, local dialects, and folklore grew and it is said that they found the project to be immea-
surably enjoyable. Though it may be difficult to connect children to their local cultural heritage
and foster genuine interest and engagement when a dominant culture exists, it would seem that
a project such as this that puts children in the central participatory role of engaging with local
folklore has the potential to foster a deep interest in local culture that can be sustained into the
future.

Preserving and sustaining cultural heritage and traditions for future generations in remote
locations like the Amami Islands where a dominant mainland culture competes with local
lifeways is a challenge. Curricular reforms in the last decade, however, have opened up oppor-
tunities for educational activities to connect children with their history, culture, traditions, music,
industries, and natural environment. Additional local initiatives that give children a legitimate
active part to play in the learning and production of local knowledge have the potential to build
even stronger connections to the community. Investigation into the ways in which children

themselves make sense of local cultural learning would be a worthwhile project in the future.
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